, but delicate health forced him to abandon a college course to'seek climatic change. Thus was inaugurated a series of travels which either for the purposes of health, recreation, field exploration or museum research, led Dr. Elliot over a large part of the earth's surface.
From this outline of Dr. Elllot's travels and researches in field and study, it will be observed that he had exceptional opportunities for the acquisition of the information embodied in the long list of publications which forin so lasting and eloquent a record of his productive industry.
His first paper on birds, 'Descriptions of Six New Species of Birds,' was published in 'The Ibis' for October, 1859.. Both the nature of the subject and the place of publication indicate that this paper was prepared during his first trip to Europe. It is evident moreover that this journey exerted a marked influence on the character of Dr. Elliot's ornithological studies which, following the European rather than American method, were monographic rather than regional in scope. To this record of the more significant events aud achicveulcnts in Dr. Etliot's career as a naturalist, which might be compiled by arty biographer having access to the needed sources of information, the memorialist feels it to be his special duty to add some account of the man himself.
Dr. Elliot was the las• link connecting' us with what Dr. Coues termed the Cassinian Period of' American
Ornithology-or the years between 1853 and 1858. When he began his studies of birds, Baird, Cassin, and Lawrence were the only working ornithologlsts in America. There were no bird-clubs, no A. O. U., no Museum of Natural History in the city in which he resided. There was, however, in New York at that time a taxider;nist, John G. Bell, whom it will be remembered accompanied Audubon in 1843 on the Upper Missouri Expedition. Many of Dr. Elliot's specimens were preserved by Bell, to whom, indeed, was entrusted the task of mounting the Elliot collection after it had been acquired by the American Museum. It was the memorialist's privilege to know Bell during the latter years of his life. He was a man of marked personality and ardent enthusiasms, and it is more than probable that he was of assistance to young Elliot, not only in the preparation and identification of specimens, but that he also was influential in developing his inherent love for the study of birds.
In [Jan.
In July, 1889, falling a victim to one of the jokes which native collectors sometimes unconsciously play on unsuspecting and inexperienced ornithologists, I described as new a Hummingbird from the Bogot• region. In acknowledging receipt of a copy of the description, Dr. Elliot, then absent fi'om the Museum, mildly expressed his doubts as to the validity of the proposed new form, and on re-examination of the type and only known specimen, I found that it was composed of the head of one species and the body of another, so skilfully joined that it required close examination •o detect the fraud. 
